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Consort Immanuel 
Brass Quintet Composition Competition 

 
PO Box 34027, Houston, TX 77234 

www.consortimmanuel.org 
consortimmanuel@sbcglobal.net 

 
Application Deadline: September 30, 2008 

 
 

Consort Immanuel seeks unpublished, unrecorded, and publically 
unperformed, original compositions (score and parts) for brass 
quintet, from Houston area musicians of any age.  

 
 

Consort Immanuel, the host and main sponsor of this contest, is a Christian musical arts 
organization.  Entry in this competition is not restricted to Christians, but is open to composers 
of all faiths.  The theme of the competition is “uplifting music” and the judges will be looking 
for music which communicates one or more of the following: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, 
Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-Control. 
 
 
Competition Details: 
 
Application Fee:  
 
A non-refundable application fee of $20 must accompany each submission.  Checks should be made 
payable to Consort Immanuel.  Submissions received without the application fee will be disqualified. 
 
Composition Requirements: 

 
• Duration of piece: 3 – 7 Minutes 
• Instrumentation:  

2 Bb Trumpets (optional piccolo trumpet and/or flugelhorns) 
1 Horn in F 
1 Trombone in Bass Cleff 
1 Tuba 

• Not Previously Recorded or Performed: 
All works submitted must not have been performed, published (or be currently 
submitted for publication), or recorded as of September 30, 2008.  

• Copyright Date: 
There is no requirement for copyright dates. Some competitions require that the 
composition be completed in the previous twelve months, but we will accept 
works completed in any year.  Note that the category in which the work will be 
judged is determined by the composer’s current age and not the year in which the 
work was composed. 

 
Eligibility: 
 

• Open to residents of the following Texas counties: 
Harris, Brazoria, Chambers, Fort Bend, Galveston, Liberty, Montgomery, Waller 

• Age: 
Open to composers of any age. There are two prize categories, one for composers 
19 years old or younger (9/30/2008) and the other for composers older than 19.  

http://www.consortimmanuel.org
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Procedures: 

• Score and Parts Required: 
Please submit one set of score and parts for each composition submitted. Any 
incomplete works will be disqualified.  Both computer-generated and clearly 
legible hand-written scores and parts will be accepted. 

• Anonymity: 
Only the title and the duration of the piece should be printed on the score and 
parts.  Do not include your name on any page of the music.  Submissions that do 
not comply will be disqualified. 

• Application Form: 
Please include a completed and signed copy of the application form with each 
submission. 

• No Limit: 
There is no limit to the number of compositions you may submit, provided each 
entry is accompanied by a completed application form and the $20 application 
fee.  

• No Recordings Required: 
Please do not send recordings of your composition (the judges will not listen to 
them). Your work will be partially judged on legibility and your ability to 
communicate musical intentions through the written parts.  If you have specific 
instructions, please write them into the score and parts. 

• Mail score, parts, application fee, and completed application form to: 
Consort Immanuel 
Composition Competition 
PO Box 34027 
Houston, TX 
77234 

 
 
Disqualification: 
 
Any submissions that do not meet all the requirements outlined in this document will be disqualified.   
 
 
Prize Information: 

• Cash Prizes: 
There will be two cash prizes, one for each age category. 

1. Nineteen years old or younger (as of September 30th): $150 
2. Over nineteen years old: $200 

• Other honors and acknowledgements: 
Both winners of the cash prizes will have their compositions featured at a Consort 
Immanuel performance in early 2009.  The following entrants will also be 
acknowledged with non-cash awards: (a) the youngest composer in the 
competition, (b) the oldest composer in the competition, and (c) the highest 
ranking compositions from each eligible county. 

• Performance: 
Up to ten of the best compositions from the contest may be scheduled for 
performance in early 2009.  

 
Important Dates: 

• Application Deadline: September 30, 2008 (All applications must be post marked by 
this date.)  

• Quintet Reading: October 17, 2008 
• Announcement of Results: October 28, 2008 
• Performance and Award Presentation: February 2009 (exact day and time TBA) 

 



Consort Immanuel 
Brass Quintet Composition Competition 

 
 

APPLICATION FORM 
 

Application Deadline: September 30, 2008 
 
 

Full Name 
 
      
 

Title 
(select one) 

 
Mr 

 
 Mrs  Ms  Dr  Rev  

Date of birth 
(mm/dd/yyyy) 

 
      
 

Age 
 
      
 

Mailing address 
 

 
      
      
      
 

E-mail address 
 
      
 

Contact telephone 
number 

 
      
 

  

Title of 
composition 

 
      
 

Duration of piece 
(in minutes) 

 
      
 

 
 
 
 
___________________  _________________________  _____________ 
Signature of entrant   Signature of parent/guardian   Date 
     (in the case of a minor entrant) 



Eddie Lewis - Music Director 
Consort Immanuel 

PO Box 34027 
Houston, TX 

77234 
 

eltigredo@sbcglobal.net 
www.consortimmanuel.org 

 
Dear Composer, 
 
Thank you for your interest in Consort Immanuel’s Brass Quintet Composition 
Competition. Since we never know who will be sending submissions, I wanted to include a 
brief explanation of the “theme” behind this competition.  
 
At the risk of sounding pedantic, I would like to point out that writing on this “theme” is 
not as much of a limitation as it may seem on the surface. I could see how a younger 
composer may interpret the theme as something boring or unexciting. This is not the case.  
 
Let’s take dissonance as an example. I do not believe that dissonance works against this 
theme, in and of itself. It is the treatment of dissonance that makes it patient or impatient, 
kind or unkind, etc. I myself use quite a bit of dissonance in some of my writing, yet the 
themes I use never really break from that list of qualities.  
 
The problem with dissonance (or any other musical aspects of a composition) is when it is 
used to express anger, hatred, or violence. These are not the kinds of works we are looking 
for.  
 
I could tell you that, to me, music is angry and hateful when the dissonance is unresolved. 
But that would be an overly simplistic statement which could easily be proven untrue. 
Instead, I will say that, if your heart is true to the theme, then so will your music be.  
 
That’s the point of this letter, to tell you not to see the theme as a limitation. Don’t feel as if 
you cannot use dissonance or that you are not allowed to be modern in your writing. Feel 
free to express yourself in any musical way you see fit.  
 
I invite you to explore your emotions to see what brings you peace, kindness, gentleness, 
patience, etc. Perhaps the use of dissonance is the musical description of your personal path 
to those things. Or maybe it helps describe joy you have experienced in your life that was so 
immense that it hurt. This is what we are looking for and what we will portray to the judges.  
 
Good luck with this competition and all of your musical endeavors. If you have any 
questions at all, please do not hesitate to contact me using the contact info above.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Eddie Lewis 
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